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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on May 25, 2017. 

Mayor Lee Czerwonka called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Czerwonka led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Tom Adamec, Councilman Pramod Jhaveri, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Councilman Marc Sirkin, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman Robert Ryan, 

and Mayor Lee Czerwonka  

ALSO PRESENT:  Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, Solicitor Bryan 

Pacheco, Deputy Clerk of Council Karla Plank, Public Works 

Director Gordon Perry, Police Chief Paul Hartinger, and 

interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Sirkin moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the agenda. A voice 

vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL – Deputy Clerk of Council Karla Plank  

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of May 25, 2017 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Deputy Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

7. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2017-7,  authorizing Chapter 715 Medical Marijuana to the Codified 

Ordinances (first reading) 

9. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Adamec seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of May 11, 2017.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

The City received a notice from the Ohio Division of Liquor Control for a new D5A liquor 

license (Permit No. 86086130005) to Stonehenge F & B, LLC, 4650 Creek Road.  The 

Police Department reviewed the request and had no objections.  There were no objections 

expressed by Council.   

There were no further communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 
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7. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Phil Disney, 10810 Wengate Lane; Dennis Sexton, 10807 Wengate Lane; and John 

Klasmeier, 10864 Wengate Lane; presented Council with a petition signed by various 

residents on Wengate Lane concerning residential property located at 4230 Creek Road.  

They provided Council with several photos of the 4230 Creek Road property.  They indicated 

that the house has gutters hanging and the grass has not been cut.  Further the residence 

houses several turkeys, ducks, and chickens roaming in the yard and neighboring yards; 

there is an overwhelming stench.  Apparently, the Creek Road owner dug a pond as a 

retention basin for the animals; there is also a pool for the ducks which they feel is a 

breeding ground for mosquitos.  The cages and fences are unsightly and a hazard to young 

children.  The Wengate residents were further concerned that these animals would cause 

coyotes to surface in the neighborhood.  They feel the owner is in violation of several City 

Codes.   

Paul Ventimiglia, 4230 Creek Road, stated that he is the owner of the property that has 

turkeys, ducks, and chickens in the backyard.  He stated that he is not in violation of any 

codes.  He claims the pond created in his backyard is due to his neighbor directing the 

egress of water from his property onto Mr. Ventimiglia’s property, such measure is in 

violation of City Code.  He feels several misrepresentations have been made and provided 

Council with photos showing the replacement of the roof, and stated that the gutter and 

soffits are being repaired.  Hamilton County Department of Health and the Blue Ash Code 

Enforcer inspected the property and reported no violations.  Although, not required, Mr. 

Ventimiglia will continue to mitigate concerns in an attempt to be a good neighbor.   

Brent Walker, spoke on behalf of Martha Hill, 9726 Conklin Road.  Mr. Walker indicated that 

Ms. Hill was walking along Conklin Road with her two children when she was struck by a car. 

She suffered a concussion and bruising on her left side and kidney.  The driver stopped but 

then left the scene.  The Police came to the scene but have not located the driver.  Mr. 

Walker indicated that there are no speed limit signs on the road or speed bumps to slow 

drivers.  Mr. Walker requested Council to take necessary action to deter these types of 

incidents in the future. 

David Switzer, 9641 Conklin Road, stated he approached Council a few months ago 

requesting speed limit signs be placed on Conklin Road.  The hit-and-run with respect to 

Martha Hill happened directly in front of his house.  Mr. Switzer has an 11 year old daughter 

who saw most of the accident and is now afraid to go outside.  He requested Council install 

speed limit signs and perhaps put in sidewalks to avoid these types of incidents. 

Olivia Switzer, 9641 Conklin Road, is 11 years old and feels the street that she lives on is 

dangerous.  She likes to go outside to play with her friends.  While riding her bike, she has to 

stop and pull over several times to avoid from getting hit by a car.  She saw Ms. Hill get hit 

by the car.  She now does not want to go outside and play.   

Shawn Glenn, 5400 Donjoy Drive, expressed his opinion regarding medical marijuana 

dispensaries in Blue Ash.  He believes the dispensaries are not a good fit for Blue Ash; 

however, he is sympathetic to those who could benefit from it.  He provided data from the 

2015 elections in the State of Ohio on Issue 3 which the majority of the voters were not in 

favor of medical marijuana growing facilities in Hamilton County or the City of Blue Ash.  He 

requested that Council consider the voice of the voters when voting on the Ordinance 

presented.   

Maxine Bookbinder, 10653 Kenridge Drive, addressed Council with certain studies which 

indicate that research on medical marijuana is still new but found that crime rates do not go 

up where dispensaries are located.  She stated that if there is crime connected to medical 

marijuana, it is because dispensaries are cash only businesses.  She requested Council to 

base their decision based on research, facts and evidence and not on hearsay and fear.    

Joe Leet, 11126 Centennial, stated he is in favor of medical marijuana but does not want the 

City of Blue Ash to become the hub for the sale of it.  

Matthew Price, 9474 Blue Ash Road, feels Blue Ash is spending too much effort and 

resources on the medical marijuana issue.  Mr. Price has considered starting an IT business 

in Blue Ash; however, he has not heard any evidence that having a dispensary in Blue Ash 

would have a negative effect on businesses.  He feels there needs to be more research on 
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the issue and does not believe Council is ready to make a decision.  He heard from certain 

Council Members that Blue Ash doesn’t need the extra taxable revenue from the 

dispensaries and cultivator/processors’ businesses and that it could lead to other businesses 

leaving if dispensaries come to the City.  He stated that GE has already left the City and 

P&G will soon move out, which indicate to him that they are leaving regardless.  On another 

matter, Mr. Price informed Council that he was recently charged with violating Section 

311.03 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances regarding Toy Vehicles on Streets.  He informed 

Council that Hamilton County Court ruled in his favor and dismissed the case as 

unconstitutional.  He requested Council to revise its Codes.   

Jeannette Rost, 9129 Fidelis Drive, stated she did not realize the medical marijuana issue 

was being raised in the City and requested that more information be made available to the 

residents to allow for more community input.  She would not support cultivators but would 

support a dispensary.   

Glen Mavity, 9524 West Avenue, stated he is against medical marijuana and believes it has 

become a total embarrassment for the City of Blue Ash.  The City has so many great things 

going on and the issue of marijuana should be banned.   

Ken Newland, Kenview Hills Subdivision, requested Council to support the ban on medical 

marijuana.  Statistics show that it causes problems in communities.  The City has a very 

balanced economy and is a great place to live.   

Paul Ventimiglia, 4230 Creek Road, requested Council to vote with logic and not fear.  

Bruce Besso, 9556 Linfield Drive, is opposed to medical marijuana and feels proper 

information has not been provided.  He feels the State should provide a definition/list of what 

types of illnesses medical marijuana can help.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:48 PM. 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the May 25
th

 Council agenda.  

8.a.1. Ordinance No. 2017-7 authorizing Chapter 715 Medical Marijuana to the Codified Ordinances (first 

reading)  

Pursuant to Council motion at the May 11
th

 Council meeting, Ordinance 2017-7 reflects prohibition of medical 

marijuana cultivation, processing and dispensing in the City Blue Ash.   

Please direct any question regarding this Ordinance to the City Manager. 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

Councilman Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2017-7 in its entirety. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-7 

ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 715 ENTITLTED “MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA” OF ORDINANCE NO. 2017-7, THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF BLUE ASH, OHIO 

 WHEREAS, Sub. HB No. 523, passed by the 131
st
 Ohio General Assembly and 

signed by Governor John Kasich, June 9, 2016, and effective September 8, 2016, authorized 

use of marijuana for medical purposes and established the medical marijuana control 

program; and 

 WHEREAS, Article XVIII, Section 3, of the Ohio Constitution grants the powers of 

local self-government and home rule authority to enact a local prohibition of medical 

marijuana facilities as hereinafter provided; and  

 WHEREAS, Sub. HB No. 523 also enacted Ohio Revised Code Section 3796.29, 

which authorizes the legislative authority of a municipal corporation to adopt by ordinance 

restrictions including the prohibition of cultivators, processors, or retail dispensaries within 

said municipal corporation; and  

 WHEREAS, City Council is sympathetic to testimony by medical marijuana 
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proponents but is also concerned because it has no experience in regulating and governing 

such facilities; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it to be in the best interest of the 

community health, safety and welfare to prohibit any cultivation, processing or retail 

dispensing of marijuana for medical purposes in any form within the City.   

 Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio. 

SECTION I. 

 A new Chapter 715 entitled “MEDICAL MARIJUANA” of Ordinance No. 2017-7, The 

Codified Ordinances of Blue Ash, Ohio, is hereby enacted to read as follows:   

CHAPTER 715 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA  

715.01 DEFINITIONS  

“MARIJUANA”, “MEDICAL MARIJUANA”, “CULTIVATORS”, “PROCESSORS” AND 

“RETAIL DISPENSARIES” AS USED IN THIS CHAPTER SHALL HAVE THE SAME 

MEANINGS AS DEFINED OR DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 3796 OF THE OHIO 

REVISED CODE.   

715.02 PROHIBITION 

CULTIVATORS, PROCESSORS AND RETAIL DISPENSARIES OF MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA, INCLUDING ALL CULTIVATION, PROCESSING AND RETAIL 

DISPENSING OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA, WHETHER LICENSED UNDER CHAPTER 

3796 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE OR NOT, ARE PROHIBITED WITHIN THE 

CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO. 

715.99 PENALTY 

ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION WHO VIOLATES ANY PROVISION OF 

THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR OF THE THIRD DEGREE. 

EACH DAY SUCH VIOLATION CONTINUES SHALL CONSTITUTE A SEPARATE 

OFFENSE. 

SECTION II. 

 This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

provided by law.   

Councilman Sirkin recommended that since this topic has been discussed at length over the 

last six months and ample public input has been received, the following motion was made.   

Councilman Sirkin moved, Councilman Buckman second, to amend Ordinance No. 2017-7 to 

suspend the rules of Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. 

There being no discussion, Councilman Sirkin requested the Clerk to call the roll on the 

motion to amend Ordinance No. 2017-7 to suspend the rules of Council requiring a second 

reading.  Councilpersons Buckman, Jhaveri, Sirkin, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes.  

Councilpersons Adamec, Stoller, and Councilman Ryan voted no.  Four yeses.  Three nos.  

Motion carried. 

Councilman Sirkin moved, Mayor Czerwonka seconded to adopt the Amended Ordinance 

No. 2017-7.  Amended Ordinance No. 2017-7 was then open for discussion.  

Councilwoman Stoller feels there is a knee jerk reaction to ban medical marijuana from the 

City of Blue Ash and would like to have more research.  She indicated that during the last 

Council Meeting, a greater number of people spoke for medical marijuana and fewer people 

spoke against it.  More than half of the states in the United States have medical marijuana in 

effect.  She would like to acquire statistics from those states.  She feels medical marijuana 

would be a better remedy for pain than opiates.  Councilwoman Stoller would like to have a 

moratorium for approximately one year to allow the State and the City to study the effects.   

Vice Mayor Adamec stated that during the last Council Meeting, certain Council Members 

requested that there be a moratorium on medical marijuana rather than a ban.  The affects 

of having medical marijuana in an Ohio community is not yet known.  A moratorium would 
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allow Council time to make decisions after the State rolls-out medical marijuana dispensaries 

and cultivators.   

Councilman Sirkin stated that he continues to hear the word “fear”.  He feels it is not about 

fear or ignorance but rather preference.  He has spoken with dozens of constituents.  They 

are sympathetic and agree that medical marijuana has merit for medical comfort.  When 

asked if dispensaries and cultivator/processing facilities should be in Blue Ash, the 

overwhelming answer was no.  Council has a duty to represent its constituents unless it is a 

detriment to the City.  He does not want the City to be a test case and would rather monitor 

the program as it continues to evolve.  A ban is not permanent and can be rescinded.  He 

does not want the City of Blue Ash to be a test case for the State of Ohio.   

Councilman Ryan felt the medical marijuana issue was introduced with fear and that there 

would be people from Kentucky and Indiana coming to Ohio due to the reciprocity in the 

State statute.  He knows this is untrue because other states have to be in line with one’s own 

state laws in order to be in reciprocity.  He stated that others indicated that illegal drug use 

would increase crime and property values would decrease.  In researching these matters, he 

found these claims to be inconclusive.  Councilman Ryan prepared several survey questions 

for residents.  He distributed the questions to several residents and found varying opinions 

where there was support, no support, and no opinion at all.  Councilman Ryan stated that he 

is not in favor of banning things and would prefer to see a moratorium.  He requested 

Council consider asking Administration to prepare an information packet or a presentation on 

the real facts for the public.    

Councilman Sirkin responded that he has spoken with several people and has done the 

research.  He is comfortable with what his constituents want.  It is not about the medical 

marijuana benefits.  It is not about the crime or property values.  His constituents do not want 

medical marijuana dispensaries and cultivator/processing facilities in Blue Ash at this time.   

Councilman Jhaveri stated that some say that smoking marijuana is not addicting and he 

believes this to be untrue.  Some state that decisions are being based on fear.  Councilman 

Jhaveri has spoken with many of his constituents and feels they are pretty smart people.  His 

constituents are not in fear – they have a choice and that is what Councilman Jhaveri wants 

to represent.   

Councilman Buckman stated that he has received e-mails, phone calls, saw constituents at 

the grocery store, church, and Summit Park from every Ward.  None of those that he spoke 

with were in favor of medical marijuana dispensaries and cultivator/processing facilities.  

Council represents the people and the majority do not want medical marijuana facilities in the 

City of Blue Ash. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Jhaveri, Sirkin, 

Buckman, Adamec, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes.  Councilpersons Stoller and Ryan 

voted no.  Five yeses; two nos.  Amended Ordinance No. 2017-7 passed. 

9. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington addressed Council regarding the speeding issue on 

Conklin Road.  The City is sympathetic to all affected by the vehicular accident.  The Police 

Department has been heavily involved in speed watches in the neighborhood.  In the month 

of February, 63 details were implemented – 3 warnings were issued to those going 29 mph.  

There were not a lot of speeders; however, that doesn’t mean that there aren’t any.  

Administration and the Police Department will continue to analyze the issue.  The Police 

Department has monitored cut-through traffic and has not witnessed any for the commuter 

traffic; however, neighborhood local thru traffic has been noticed on those streets.  Special 

equipment has been ordered and the City would like to conduct further speed assessments 

to determine if additional traffic devices are warranted.  Speed limit signs have been installed 

in the area.  The City will need further time to look into the matter and will report back to 

Council with recommendations.   

Ms. Harrington also addressed Council regarding the turkeys, ducks, and chickens issues 

referenced during the citizens hearings.  City staff was recently made aware of the issue.  

Public Works, Community Development, Property Maintenance, Police Department, 

Hamilton County Board of Health, Hamilton County Soil & Water have been involved in the 

matter.  Certain issues were determined earlier; however, many adjustments have been 
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made by the property owner; the property is largely in compliance with City Code.   

In response to Vice Mayor Adamec’s question, City Solicitor Bryan Pacheco stated that there 

is a property maintenance provision and a running at-large provision under Chapter 505.  

There is another “no poultry” provision where no poultry or fowl is permitted if they cause a 

nuisance under Chapter 1711.   

In response to Councilman Jhaveri’s question, Ms. Harrington stated that the Code states 

that animals have to be contained or not running at-large.  It is not specific as to the type of 

material to be used for fences, gates, etc.   

Ms. Harrington stated that there was a Grand Opening for the Senate Restaurant at Summit 

Park which has been extremely popular.  Also, the Memorial Day Parade and other festivities 

will be on Monday, May 29
th
 beginning at 10:15 a.m.   

Mr. Pacheco reminded Council that there is a pending citation in Mayor’s Court involving the 

poultry matter.  In addition, there is a pending criminal matter as it relates to the hit-and-run 

on Conklin Road.   

Public Works Director Gordon Perry indicated that the Touch-A-Truck event on Wednesday 

evening was very successful and thanked all who participated.   

Police Chief Paul Hartinger reminded that, in conjunction with Target, the Bike Rodeo will 

occur on June 3
rd
 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Blue Ash Target parking lot.  He thanked 

everyone for their support during National Police Week.  

Council Members thanked those in attendance in sharing their opinions on the various 

matters.   

In addressing Councilman Ryan’s concerns, Ms. Harrington stated that Administration will be 

working on changing and updating several of the City Codes this summer.  During the next 

Council Meeting, Ms. Harrington will provide Council with a preview and draft legislation for 

reaction.  Specifically, as it relates to tear-downs, the two on-going issues seem to be mud 

on the streets and who to cite for that; as well as the holes filling with water and not being 

properly maintained.  She will recommend that the City requests a cash bond from the 

developer prior to construction.  If the developer does not comply with what is required, the 

City will have the right to use the cash to have any issues corrected.   

Council Members discussed their participation in the Memorial Day parade. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Sirkin moved, Councilwoman 

Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. 

The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:32 PM. 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Lee Czerwonka, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Deputy Clerk of Council 

 

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Administrative Assistant 


